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Barney & Clyde >> By Gene Weingarten

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Women need to be heard 
on reproductive rights

While I appreciate the editorial bent 
this weekend in support of preserving 
women’s rights and reproductive free-
dom, I was dismayed to see that the 
three pieces featured, by Charles Blow, 
Jamelle Bouie and Michael Frerichs, 
were all written by men (“Alabama’s 
IVF ruling shows our slide toward the-
ocracy,” “Trump gave evangelicals 
Dobbs. They don’t seem satisfied,” and 
“Conservatives are targeting IVF. But 
all women deserve a choice,” Star-Ad-
vertiser, Insight, March 3). 

According to the 2022 Family Plan-
ning Annual Report from the federal 
Department of Health and Human 
Services, only 14% of federally-funded 
family planning users were men, and 
according to the American Medical 
Association, a mere 15% of obstetri-
cians and gynecologists are men. 

It seems like men are being dispro-
portionately passed the mic when it 
comes to women’s bodies, which is 
disheartening and disempowering, 
especially when there are so many 
strong, outspoken and brilliant women 
working in sexual and reproductive 
health. We are here; why isn’t the 
Star-Advertiser listening? 

Alissa Nelson 
Makiki 

Why woo tourists who 
don’t respect Hawaii?

I just finished Friday’s well-written 
article about tourism (“Visitor arrivals, 
spending down,” Star-Advertiser, 
March 1). I could not believe that 
“travel advisers” stated that the 
malama campaign, which asked tour-
ists to travel respectfully, was making 
visitors feel unwanted. 

Is that the kind of tourists the indus-
try is bringing to Hawaii? People who 
don’t want to respect what we offer 
in Hawaii? Let’s get our priorities 
straight. Hawaii has a fragile and 
unique environment. Let’s not be 
ashamed to send that message.

Gary Beaudry
Kailua

Hawaiian culture must 
be protected, embraced

How can we prevent Hawaiian cul-
ture from being forgotten? Well, ac-
cording to a recent letter, everyone 

can celebrate Hawaiian culture and 
share it (“National resolution cele-
brates Hawaiian language,” Star-Adver-
tiser, Feb. 27).

Hawaiian language and chants share 
life lessons that are the foundation for 
Native Hawaiian beliefs and values. 
They have helped shape our island 
culture but in recent times, their tradi-
tional uses have diminished. However, 
as a non-Hawaiian resident of Oahu 
who is learning about Hawaiian cul-
tural practices and the Hawaiian past, 
I believe that Native Hawaiians can 
teach us about their history, if we are 
willing to listen. 

Places like the Ka Papa Loi O Kan-
ewai, which is run by the University of 
Hawaii, and ‘Iolani Palace give Native 
Hawaiians opportunities to connect 
with their spirits. 

It is time that everyone joins to-
gether to embrace Hawaiian culture 
and the aloha spirit of peace, kindness 
and compassion.

Mia Doma
Kahala

Crackdown should target 
illegal short-term rentals

The Feb. 25 column “Crackdown on 
short-term units will hurt isle people,” 
Star-Advertiser, Island Voices) should 
be titled “Crack down on illegal rent-
als.” The author references how the 
rule hurts the people of Hawaii. I dis-
agree with this broad statement. 

I am a local resident here on Oahu, I 
grew up here and spent some time on 
the mainland. I am also a homeowner, 
mortgage broker and landlord who 
rents a furnished unit for 30 days or 
more. What is hurting some of us is 

living next to vacation rentals that are 
being rented illegally.

If you want to operate a vacation 
rental, purchase property in the cor-
rect zoning area. And if people qualify 
for a mortgage, they should not have a 
problem making payments with their 
current income stream.

Carolyn Lewis 
Waialua 

Separation of church and 
state vital to democracy

This letter is a response to the excel-
lent article, “Christian nationalism is 
on the rise in U.S. What is it?” by David 
French (Star-Advertiser, Feb. 28). 

U.S. House Speaker Mike Johnson is 
a self-identified adherent of the New 
Apostolic Reformation (NAR) with its 
theology of Dominionism. The NAR be-
lieves that Christianity should rule 
over all aspects of society, identified in 
the Seven Mountain Mandate as reli-
gion, government, education, business, 
arts and entertainment, media, and 
family. 

The NAR also believes that the elec-
tion of Donald Trump will make it pos-
sible for its adherents to take control 
of the government. A Christian theoc-
racy will replace democracy and the 
honored legal tradition of the separa-
tion of church and state will no longer 
be the principle governing religious 
freedom in our nation. 

My question is this: If Trump were 
asked about his views on the separa-
tion of church and state, would he 
even know what is being talked about? 

Neal MacPherson 
Nuuanu

OUR VIEW

TOURISM ECONOMY

H awaii leaders have been contemplating the en-
actment of a “green fee” for several years to en-
able better care of the state’s natural and 

cultural resources, many of them under duress from in-
creased use by island visitors. There have been smaller 
visitor charges collected as admissions to certain attrac-
tions, such as Diamond Head State Monument and 
Haena State Park.

Last year, a push to broaden the reach of the fee 
stalled in conference committee. The criticism through-
out the process centered on the uncertain effects on a 
still-struggling tourism sector with concern that a new 
tax could hurt an industry crucial to the local economy. 
That persistent worry still remains for those who have 
opposed this year’s version, House Bill 2406.

But then the wildfire disaster happened on Maui, tragi-
cally making the case that the state could no longer af-
ford to wait. The disaster, fueled by persistent drought, 
sharpened public awareness of the repercussions of cli-
mate change and that providing funds to address them 
is extremely urgent.

It also should require that lawmakers concentrate 
public money on the mission, rather than turn the initia-
tive into a state jobs program.

The state Department of Land and Natural Resources 
has requested six positions be funded through the bill. 
Legislators should be skeptical that these are needed. 
Providing resources to a known priority doesn’t justify 
creating excessive staff positions to manage them.

HB 2406, poised to cross over to the Senate, would 
bolster the state’s efforts by adding a $25 fee to the tran-
sient accommodations tax (TAT) that is required of busi-
nesses that rent rooms to visitors. This is in addition to 
the basic room tax and each county’s public-transit sur-
charge that’s assessed.

The current version of the measure has merit and de-
serves further discussion. It would establish the Climate 
Health and Environmental Action Fund to collect the 
added $25 levied on transient accommodations.

Here are a few of the numerous prescribed purposes 
for the funds:

>> Wildfire prevention and response strategies, fo-
cused on “environmentally beneficial” strategies such as 
removal of non-native grasses and other invasive spe-
cies known to help fuel those fires.

>> Flood prevention.
>> Coral reef and fisheries protections.
>> Shoreline adaptation to deal with sea-level rise.
The bill was a major element in Gov. Josh Green’s leg-

islative package this session. The $25 amount was dialed 
back from the $50 green fee the governor has favored in 
the past.

Strong support for the measure came from the envi-
ronmental nonprofit sector, for one. Lea Hong, Hawaii 
state director of the Trust for Public Land, submitted tes-
timony estimating that “an additional $360 million annu-
ally is needed to close the budget shortfall in protecting 
our islands against climate threats and impacts to tour-
ism.

“Our tourism-dependent economy and our natural/
cultural resources are inextricably linked – climate disas-
ters like the Maui fires have devastating effects on our 
families and our economy,” Hong rightly added. “For too 
long, needed and critical investments in our natural/cli-
mate infrastructure have been deferred for lack of fund-
ing.”

Other proponents of the bill cited estimates of the 
damage that can result from climate disasters. One came 
from the Hawai‘i Climate Change Mitigation and Adapta-
tion Commission, which put the losses from chronic 
flooding through this century at $19 billion statewide.

Such stunning figures underscore why the public 
should see establishing this protective environmental 
fund for what it is: an investment, one that is needed but 
must be managed and used wisely.

OFF THE NEWS

Green fee needed, 
but beware pitfalls

Take advantage of cheap airfares now
In the midst of all the up-and-down of tourism indus-

try prospects lately, there is this bit of upside — for resi-
dents who love travel, as well as the visitors. Airfares as 
of January were down 6% compared with the previous 
year, part of a gradual, decade-long decline. Airlines 
have added destinations and smaller carriers have fur-
ther broadened competition, analysts said.

Experts added this advisory as well: Those who spot 
an attractive price should snap it up, rather than wait for 
a further drop. Travelers can only count on prices to 
bounce back up, at some point.

Prefab Maui housing is a welcome start
A welcome project to produce new housing specifi-

cally for survivors left homeless because of the Aug. 8 
Lahaina fire disaster is underway, under the supervision 
of the state Department of Human Services (DHS).

A first phase with 270 homes and community build-
ings is projected to be complete in August — rapid work 
compared to other residential developments in Hawaii. 
With an expected final total of 450 housing units and 
$115 million budget, the project will be placed on unde-
veloped state land in Lahaina. While the buildings will be 
prefabricated, roads and utility infrastructure must be 
developed first.
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Visitors from Australia gather in front of ‘Iolani Palace in December.


