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I want to vote for Donald 
Trump in November. The 
question is: Will he let me?

I’m not a Never Trumper. To 
the contrary, I’ve spilled gal-
lons of ink in the pages of this 
newspaper defending him. 
Based on his record in office, 
Trump should be considered 
one of the greatest conserva-
tive presidents we’ve had. But 
I’m deeply concerned that his 
second term, if he is elected 
this year, would not be the 
one that millions of Americans 
voted for in 2020.

Case in point: After meeting 
with Trump at Mar-a-Lago last  
Friday, Hungarian Prime Min-
ister Viktor Orban said that 
Trump assured him he “will 
not give a penny” to help 
Ukraine defend itself from 
Russian aggression. If true, 
that’s not the Trump I want to 
vote for.

I want to vote for the presi-
dent who, on taking office,  
reversed the Barack Obama- 
Joe Biden policy of denying 
Ukraine the lethal aid and sent 
Kyiv Javelin antitank missiles 
— weapons that later helped 
turn back Russia’s effort to 
march on the Ukrainian capi-
tal in 2022. “I sent them mili-
tary equipment and Obama 
sent them nothing,” Trump  
boasted to me during a 2020 
interview. I can’t vote for a 
candidate who would aban-
don Ukraine to Vladimir Putin.

I want to vote for the Trump 
who proudly told me in that 
interview, “Nobody has been 
tougher on Russia than I 
have” — and then offered a lit-
any of actions he had taken to 
counteract Russia — from 
arming Ukraine, to blocking 
the Nord Stream 2 natural-gas 
pipeline, to taking out hun-
dreds of Russian Wagner mer-
cenaries in Syria, to launching 
a cyberattack against Russia’s 
Internet Research Agency, the 
troll farm that spearheaded 
Russian interference in the 
2016 presidential election.

Or take Trump’s recent  
flip-flop on forcing the sale of 
TikTok in the United States. 
That’s not the Trump I want to 
vote for. I want to vote for the 
commander in chief who 
signed an executive order bar-
ring U.S. companies from 
transactions with TikTok’s 
Chinese-controlled owner By-
teDance, warning that TikTok 
allows “the Chinese Commu-
nist Party access to Ameri-
cans’ personal and proprie- 
tary information,” which 
could allow Beijing to “build 
dossiers of personal informa-
tion for blackmail, and con-
duct corporate espionage.” 

I want to vote for the presi-
dent who took on China’s 
predatory trade practices, 
signed the Hong Kong Human 
Rights and Democracy Act, 
and sanctioned Beijing for its 
suppression of the Uyghurs.

I also want to vote for the 
Trump who was willing to flex 
U.S. military might on the 
world stage — the president 

took out Iranian terrorist mas-
termind Qasem Soleimani and 
twice launched military 
strikes against Syria for using 
chemical weapons against ci-
vilians, and whose policy of 
peace through strength pro-
duced three Arab-Israeli 
peace accords. Now, I worry 
that he is surrounding himself 
with neo-isolationists such as 
Tulsi Gabbard, J.D. Vance, 
Tucker Carlson and Vivek Ra-
maswamy rather than the 
Reagan Republicans who 
helped him achieve so much. 
He seems more concerned 
with seeking retribution and 
weeding out “RINOs” than 
working with the best, most 
capable people.

I also want to vote against 
some things. I want to vote 
against Joe Biden, the presi-
dent who gave us the worst 
border crisis in U.S. history, 
the worst inflation in four de-
cades, and highest gas prices 
ever recorded in the United 
States. I want to vote against a 
president whose administra-
tion weaponized the FBI to in-
timidate parents who show up 
at school board meetings, al-
lowed a Chinese spy balloon 
to violate U.S. airspace, let Ira-
nian proxies attack U.S. forces 
with impunity, and presided 
over the most shameful for-
eign policy calamity in my life-
time: the Taliban takeover of 
Afghanistan. I want to vote 
against a president who prom-
ised to put his “whole soul” 
into uniting the country but 
then accused Republicans of 
standing with racists and trai-
tors like George Wallace, Bull 
Connor and Jefferson Davis.

And I want to vote against a 
Democratic Party that has 
shamefully weaponized our  
legal system against Trump —  
seeking to jail and bankrupt 
him and abusing our Constitu-
tion in an effort to keep him 
off the ballot.

But I can’t do that if I be-
lieve that Trump’s second 
term won’t be a continuation 
of the best elements of his 
first, but a radical departure 
focused on revenge and re-
treat from the world.

I know that many other vot-
ers might have different con-
cerns than I do. Many liked 
Trump’s policies, but don’t 
like how he behaved in office 
— particularly after the 2020 
election. Trump needs to 
make a concerted effort to 
win their support. He might 
believe they have no choice 
but to vote for him. They do. 
There will be third parties on 
the ballot, and voters can 
write in other candidates, split 
their tickets, or just stay 
home.

As for me, while Jan. 6, 
2021, was a disgrace, the sys-
tem of strong checks and bal-
ances our Founding Fathers 
established held that day. So, I 
don’t believe the hyperbolic 
warnings that Trump will be a 
dictator. I’m just worried he 
will let real dictators prevail. I 
can’t vote for that.

With less than eight months 
to go, this much is certain: I’ll 
never vote for Joe Biden. He is 
the worst president in my life-
time. And I want to vote for 
Trump. But he needs to give 
me — and millions like me — 
permission to do so.
———
Marc A. Thiessen is a columnist 
for The Washington Post.

I want to support Trump, but 
he’s making that harder for me
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By Poni Askew

F rom the pandemic to devastat-
ing wildfires, Hawaii’s business 
community has faced unique 

challenges that have been difficult to 
overcome. Tragically, more than 600 
businesses have shuttered their 
doors since August, and those who 
have weathered the storm are calling 
for visitors to return to the state and 
for financial relief to ease the burden 
on their ailing businesses. Fortu-
nately, Congress is considering legis-
lation right now that would help 
reduce growing costs for merchants 
while lowering prices for visitors and 
locals alike.

Its critical for Hawaii’s U.S. Sens. 
Mazie Hirono and Brian Schatz to do 
what they can to reduce costs and 
support the state’s vital small busi-
ness community.

The Credit Card Competition Act 
(CCCA) takes aim at credit card 
swipe fees, a major expense for small 
business owners that many consum-
ers are unfamiliar with. Whenever a 
credit card is tapped, swiped or in-
serted, the business owner incurs a 
swipe fee, averaging anywhere from 
1.5-3.5% of the transaction total.

Over the last decade, these fees 
have more than doubled. In recent 
years, credit card swipe fees spiked 
to over $126 billion in 2022, a more 
than 20% increase from the year 
prior. This is no surprise to Hawaii’s 
business owners, who now pay the 
most swipe fees per capita compared 
to any other state in the nation.

With slim profit margins, 
higher-than-average energy 
costs, and other inflation-
ary pressures, increased 
swipe fees often force our 
merchants to raise prices 
across the board to accom-
modate the added financial 
strain.

Hawaii residents already 
shoulder the highest cost 
of living anywhere in the 
country. Not to mention 
money paid for swipe fees 
is sent to Wall Street to pad 
their already record-breaking profit 
margins instead of staying in our lo-
cal communities.

While businesses and consumers 
are saddled with ever-growing credit 
card swipe fees, Visa and Mastercard 
continue to schedule new increases 
despite the technology for process-
ing transactions becoming cheaper.

Those two companies have man-
aged to consolidate more than 80% of 
the market share, allowing them to 
bench their competition and dictate 
excessive swipe fee rates. Once set 
by Visa and Mastercard, major banks 
implement them with the under-
standing that a universal swipe fee 
rate means they won’t have to com-
pete with other banks.

By passing the CCCA, lawmakers 
could reverse this price-fixing prac-
tice by using market competition. 
The bill would allow for a second 
routing network to be offered to mer-
chants, who, with a second option, 
would no longer be forced to accept 

Visa or Mastercard’s ex-
ceptionally high fees. Al-
ternative networks could 
finally break into the mar-
ket, many of which offer 
better services at a frac-
tion of the cost.

Unfortunately, Visa 
and Mastercard are 
spending millions to dis-
parage the CCCA, claim-
ing it would limit credit 
card rewards, which is 
not true. The CCCA 
makes no mention of 

credit card rewards. In fact, the pay-
ment advisory firm CMSPI estimates 
rewards would, at most, drop less 
than a tenth of a percent if the CCCA 
was passed. Other countries have re-
wards programs with fees that are 
much lower than ours. Only card-is-
suing banks control rewards and 
they need those programs to remain 
competitive, so any implication that 
this bill would reduce rewards is sim-
ply a scare tactic to avoid fair compe-
tition and keep rising swipe fees.

With extensive experience working 
with over 500 small business owners 
in Hawaii, I bring a mission to uplift 
and ensure the success of Hawaii’s 
smaller business owners, including 
artisans, restaurateurs, mobile food 
businesses and makers. 

This firsthand knowledge under-
scores the urgency and necessity of 
passing legislation like the CCCA to 
support Hawaii’s vital small business 
community during these challenging 
times.

Credit card fees hurt small businesses

Prickly City >> By Scott Stantis
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By Lea Hong

Our islands and the surround-
ing ocean, cherished by ka-
maaina and visitors alike, 

need consistent funding to ensure 
that we fulfill our huge kuleana (re-
sponsibility) to properly manage Ha-
waii’s precious ecosystems and 
cultural legacy. And, with our con-
strained state budget, it’s easy to let 
other priorities take over our respon-
sibility to malama aina (care for 
land). But kicking the can down the 
road comes with a devastating price 
— lives and livelihoods lost, commu-
nities in crisis, billions in crisis re-
sponse.

When we take care of the aina, the 
aina takes care of us. Unfortunately, 
the opposite is also true. When we do 
not invest consistently in fulfilling our 
kuleana to malama aina, we all suffer.

The Care for ‘Aina Now 
(CAN) coalition, composed 
of multiple organizations 
and individuals, believes 
consistent investment in 
aina stewardship is one of 
the most economical uses 
of our state’s resources — 
getting at the root causes 
of climate disasters like 
the Maui fires, rather than 
just treating the terrible 
symptoms and aftermath.

Today, the state Depart-
ment of Land and Natural 
Resources (DNLR) has 
shovel-ready stewardship 
projects that if funded, 
could start chipping away at the de-
ferred maintenance our ecosystems 
so direly need — a deficit estimated 
at $360 million annually. These initial 
projects CAN rapidly improve our cli-
mate resiliency and help prevent fu-
ture climate disasters.

In West Maui, the forests of Mauna 
Kahalawai are under an emergency 
proclamation as deer have decimated 
forests, jumping over low fences de-
signed to keep out feral pigs. Conser-
vation crews are building higher 
fences that will protect forests and 

promote healthy soils. Healthy water-
sheds and soils CAN prevent flood-
ing, run off, and erosion affecting the 
agricultural and residential coastal 
communities of Kahului, Waiehu and 
Waikapu. Healthy forests absorb 
cloud moisture, increasing freshwa-

ter supplies. While the 
fence is nearly complete 
on the west side of the 
project, it needs an addi-
tional $2 million to com-
plete the eastern section.

On Kauai, a $5 million 
investment CAN support a 
project at the Mana Plains 
to install fencing and cre-
ate fire breaks, allowing 
the growth of harvestable 
sustainable native plants 
such as koa and ohia to 
create an indigenous 
agro-ecology for sustain-
able food and ecosystem 
services.

Across the state, numerous proj-
ects CAN enhance regional communi-
ty-based coastal stewardship. The 
projects, totaling $50 million over five 
years, CAN restore and preserve 
beach, dune and wetland ecosystems 
that provide essential habitat, act as 
a natural buffer against erosion, 
flooding and severe storm impacts 
and protect cultural resources threat-
ened by coastal erosion and inunda-
tion.

We CAN also restore ocean-based 
food systems and build long-term  

resilience in Hawaii by supporting 
community-based fisheries manage-
ment and restoration of loko ia (Ha-
waiian fishponds), limu (seaweed) 
and marine fisheries. With the proper 
resources and funding, we CAN re-
store estuarine and coral reef ecosys-
tems and manage Hawaii’s marine 
resources for abundance in collabo-
ration with community-based organi-
zations to tap into their cultural 
knowledge (traditional ike) and ex-
pertise.

Without intervention, several Ha-
waiian forest bird species will likely 
be extinct in the next 10 years, includ-
ing the alala, akikiki, akekee, kiwikiu, 
and akohekohe. With $3 million we 
CAN protect these endangered forest 
birds and help prevent their extinc-
tion. This year is officially ka Maka-
hiki o Na Manu Nahele, the Year of 
the Forest Birds, and funding for 
these birds, literal canaries in the cli-
mate coal mine, CAN fulfill our kule-
ana to our feathered friends, 
aumakua and ohana.

While our state has many pressing 
needs — and the families of Maui 
need our support — we urge the Leg-
islature to take the first steps in build-
ing consistent funding for projects 
and programs that CAN put our state 
on a positive path for the future and 
prevent future climate disasters, the 
heartbreaking effects on families, and 
the economic fallout from crisis re-
sponse. Together, we CAN fulfill our 
kuleana to each other and our aina. 

Future depends on land stewardship
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Axis deer are seen in Upcountry Maui near Makawao.


